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guilt-offering, with a utensil, but that is on condition that it is done 
with the right hand.” 


1:8: Said R. Mana, “I am surprised that rabbis compare the taking up 
of the ashes from the altar to the matter of offering up [the meal- 
offering]. “But the comparison surely is to be drawn only [between 
taking up the ashes from the altar] and taking the handful [of meal- 
offering]. For each one is subject to the consideration of raising up [a 
handful]. [At Lev. 6:10, it says, “And he shall] take up [the ashes],’ 
and the other [the matter of meal-offering] likewise is described with 
the word ‘take up.’ For ‘taking up’ makes sense only when one has left 
a residue behind [from which one takes up what he takes up]. “[Along 
these same lines of comparing the taking up of the ashes to the taking 
up of the meal-offering,] “which the fire has consumed’ (Lev. 6:10) — 
consuming means a minimum of an olive’s bulk [hence one takes up at 
least an olive’s bulk of ashes].” 


1:9: It is a religious duty to put fire on before laying on the wood, for it 
is said, “And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and 
lay wood in order upon the fire” (Lev. 1:7). If one put the wood on 
before the fire, [or] arranged the wood before taking up the ashes, he 
lets the wood slide down the altar, and then removes the ashes; then he 
undoes the pile of wood, and he takes up the ashes. 


1:10: Jacob bar Aha said, “Hilpai asked, “The handful of meal offering 
which one placed on the fire by night — what is the law [governing its 
disposition]?’” R. Jeremiah said, “Hilpai asked, ‘The limbs of the 
continual whole-offering of the morning which one placed on the fire 
by night — what is the law?” 


I:11: As to the priestly frontlet [which effects atonement for 
uncleanness unintentionally imparted to the cult], what is the law as to 
its effecting expiation for uncleanness affecting the hands [if one 
washed his hands and then, accidentally, they became unclean once he 
had come into the courtyard]? As to the hands, what is the law on their 
invalidating [the rite] if one should go out [of the courtyard after 
washing them, and then go back in]? 


1:12: Said R. Yohanan, “Taking up the ashes from the altar is the 
beginning of service of the next day. One has, therefore, to wash his 
hands and feet from the laver, which is filled with water [throughout 
the night]. [The water is not spoiled by being left overnight.]” R. Hiyya 
bar Joseph said, “Once one has handed over the day to the night, that 
suffices. [That is, the laver did not have to be filled with water all 


